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NatureMaker’s “Giant Tree of Life” Sets the Stage for
The Costume Institute’s Annual Gala

0
BusinessWire'
Press Release Source: Nature Maker Steel Art Trees On Tuesday May 3,
2011, 11:49 am EDT

NAT

REMAKER
o o NEW YORK—(BUSINESS WIRE)- Standing 30 feet tall and
weighing in at approximately 7,000 pounds was the spectacular
focal point of The Costume Institute’s annual fundraiser and gala
held at the venerable Metropolitan Museum of Art. The "Giant Tree
of Life” held center stage at this year's exhibit which honored the
extraordinary body of work by late fashion designer and couturier,
Alexander McQueen.

Gary Hanick, co-founder and president of NatureMaker Steel Art
Trees in Carlsbad, CA was on-hand to ensure everything went
smaoothly. “Typically, it takes at least half a year to craft a
IMatureMaker tree and several days to install. With the help of one
engineer, four MNaturelMaker designers, and 12 crew members
provided by the clients, this giant oak was installed in 15 hours.

That's a record.”

Serendipity was on Hanick's side when the call came from internationally renowned event planner, Raul Avila,
expressing interest in having a giant, life-like tree for the event. “We rarely have our wark readily available since
maost are privately commissioned; however, we happened to have this sculpture on-hand at our facility. Mr.
Awila flew out to inspect the tree and once it met his and the board's approval, everything from that point
forward became logistics.”

MatureMaker saw its beginnings in the 1980s under the artful hands of eco-artist Bennett Abrams and partner,
Gary Hanick. The business boomed, gaining worldwide recognition for their hardwood sculptures and earning

loyal clients like San Francisco's Macy's and Chicago's Marshall Field. It didn't take long for interior designers,

architects and developers to join the growing list of admirers and collectors.

Today, MatureMaker Steel Art Trees can be found around the globe in libraries, hospitals, casinos, restaurants,
airports, public atriums, government buildings and more. Hanick would like to see the life-like tree sculptures at
maore events like the one at The Metropolitan Museum of Art. “Over the past three decades, we have worked
with some of the most creative minds in the Industry. More and more, they and their clients want ever more
extraordinary expressions of Nature in their most expansive interior spaces. Most recently, we installed a two-
story olive tree in the massive Santiago Calatrava designed atrium at Brookfield Place in Toronto.” As a further
case in point, Hanick pointed out the recent outfitting of Westminster Abbey with trees for the royal wedding of
William and Kate. “The royal couple walked under the beautiful boughs of trees lining the inside one of the
most famous churches in the world. It just goes to show: Nature will never go out of fashion.”

Mature Maker Steel Art Trees is based in Carlsbad, California. To leam more, visit: www._naturemaker.com or
contact Gary Hanick (800) 872-1889 (U.S. only) or 001.760.438.4244 (international).

Photos/Multimedia Gallery Available: http:/fwww businesswire_com/cgi-bin/mmg.cgi?eid=6707423&lang=en
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